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editor’s letter
JANUARY 2012 — Each year, I have the pleasure of recalling my travel 

experiences over the previous 12 months and singling out a number of 

hotels and resorts for special recognition. To be considered for our annual 

Grand Awards, a property must be relatively small and possess a distinctive 

personality. It is also required to demonstrate a consistent devotion to 

personal service. I do not evaluate hotels by means of a checklist. Rather,  

I rely on 30 years of experience and my intangible summary impression.  

Some of our award winners are more lavish than others and provide a wider 

range of facilities. However, all offer the traveler comfort, warmth and charm, 

as well as a spirit of sincere hospitality. 

In 2011, I was thrilled to find sophisticated hideaways in countries as 

unexpected as China, Panama and Ecuador. But it also was a good year  

for classic European destinations such as Rome, Corsica and the south  

of France. Although my primary purpose is to discover hideaways, I have  

also singled out the most distinguished Grand Hotel and Grand Resort that  

I encountered in the past 12 months. And in this issue, you will find a wide 

range of additional award categories, such as Best Cruise, Best Spa and  

Best Family-Friendly Resort.  

At the end of each year, I am always amazed by the extent of the ground  

I have covered. But travel is an addiction, fortunately a benevolent one, and  

the conclusion of one year’s globe-trotting merely fires me with excitement  

for the next.
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Grand Awards 2012
HIDEAWAY OF THE YEAR 

6 Southern Ocean Lodge, Australia

COVER  “OCEAN RETREAT” ROOM AT SOUTHERN OCEAN LODGE, KANGAROO ISLAND, AUSTRALIA 

69

NORTH AMERICA 

10 Ocean House 
12 Glenmere Mansion

CENTRAL AND 
SOUTH AMERICA 

14 Panamonte Inn 
16 Hotel Plaza Grande

CARIBBEAN 

18 Jumby Bay  
20 Hôtel Le Toiny

AFRICA 

22 Sasaab  
24 Elsa’s Kopje

EUROPE 

26 Casa Manni 
28 La Coquillade 
30 The Yeatman 
32 Domaine de Murtoli

ASIA AND PACIFIC  

34 Amanfayun 
36 Four Seasons Hangzhou 
38 Wolgan Valley Resort 
40 The Louise

GRAND HOTEL & RESORT 

42 Trump International  
 Hotel Chicago 

44 The Resort at Pelican Hill
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Ocean House
WATCH HILL, RHODE ISLAND

Proximity to both New York 
and Boston long ago made 
Rhode Island a favorite 
summer retreat. Newport, 

with its enormous mansions — quaintly 
referred to as “cottages” — became 
an important part of American social 
history. On a lesser scale, the town of 

Watch Hill drew wealthy families from 
the Midwest after the Civil War. 

Built in 1868, Ocean House was a 
stately mansion with a curved portico 
and rocker-lined verandas set on a hill 
that sloped gently down to an arc of 
golden sand. Guests sipped tea in the 
afternoon and, after dinner, men in 
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white tie and women in couture gowns 
danced to bands brought up from New 
York. Watch Hill became so popular, 
however, that the town gradually turned 
into a residential community, and 
the hotels declined. In 2003, Ocean 
House’s owner decided to sell. Studies 
showed that the original building was 
too far gone to restore. Unfazed, local 
resident Charles Royce determined to 
recreate it. So more than 5,000 original 
elements — such as the 19th-century 
elevator — were put into storage.

The reborn hotel has the same yellow 
clapboard exterior, black shutters, 
wide verandas and mansard roof as 
the original. In the lounge, clusters of 
overstuffed chairs and potted palms 
are reminiscent of days gone by, but 
the massive stone fireplace blazes 

with a gas rather than a log fire. And 
therein lies the appeal of Ocean House: 
It evokes the charm of another age, but 
is also a comfortable modern hotel.

All 49 rooms and suites are generously 
sized and come with views of the 
sea, the most desirable being those 
with terraces on the second floor. 
The décor might be described as 
country house colonial. Sumptuous 
baths provide river-stone flooring 
in the showers, and soaking tubs.

The hotel’s primary restaurant, 
Seasons, affords soothing views of 
the sea. There, we especially enjoyed 
a roasted rib eye — from Wolfe’s Neck 
Farm in Maine — that was perfectly 
cooked and came with grilled baby 
leeks, sautéed maitake mushrooms and 
a rich sauce Périgourdine. 

The next day, we attempted to 
mitigate the previous night’s indulgence 
with a session in the lovely indoor pool, 
part of an inviting spa. Other diversions 
include golf, tennis, fishing, boating and 
culinary classes. The charming village of 
Watch Hill, with its shops and galleries, 
is just a short walk away. 

OCEAN HOUSE  Terrace Room, from $550; 
Suite, from $775. 1 Bluff Avenue, Watch Hill, RI 
02891. Tel. (888) 552-2588 or (401) 584-7000.  
oceanhouseri.com


