
 

 

A Romantic Weekend at The Ocean House 

Easy Romantic Weekend Getaways 

By Susan Farewell 

Thinking about getting away for the weekend—without the kids—for 
some time now? We all do. But all too often, a romantic escape ends up 
on the backburner. That’s because getting away for a couple of nights 
can seem overwhelming. You need someone to stay with your kids, 
drive them to sports, birthday parties…the list goes on… 

Well, stop talking about it and just go. A few days away alone together 
cannot only do wonders for your marriage, but for your kids as well. 

Here is the first of a series of recommended getaways. All are within 
easy reach of Fairfield and Westchester County (as well as Manhattan) 
and fit beautifully into a weekend (and in some cases, a long weekend). 

Ocean House, Watch Hill, Rhode Island 

One minute you’re packing the car, and the next, you’re sitting on an 
expansive deck, overlooking the ocean with a glass of champagne. 
Ocean House, which sits high on the bluffs of this seaside community, is 
the weekend getaway of your dreams. 



What I love most about Ocean House is that it brings the elegant 
Victorian-era idea of vacation back to life, but at the same time, has 
every up-to-the-minute modern convenience and luxury. It originally 
opened back in 1868—just after the Civil War—and for 135 years 
attracted generations of families that came “to summer.” Then in 2004, 
a new building replicating the original was conceived and in 2010, the 
seaside beauty reopened, with lovingly harvested artifacts from the 
original historic structure. 

All the guest rooms (there are 49 rooms and 23 private residences), 
have water views and many offer fireplaces. Every inch is elegant: wood 
floors, rich architectural detail, fresh colors and the kind of lavish beds 
you could spend all day luxuriating in. The rooms were designed with 
serious comfort in mind as well as thoughtful details, such as binoculars, 
which you’ll definitely want to use to see the sea birds in the dune 



grasses (when we were there, a red fox was spotted darting about).

 

Downstairs, you’ll find the OH! Spa, which has a variety of signature 
services inspired by the ocean, including some of which you can have 
on the water’s edge. 

There’s also a fitness center, a lap pool and putting green—all of which 
you’ll be talking about using after dining in Seasons Restaurant, the 
resort’s main dining room. The culinary team--which you can watch at 
work in the exhibition kitchen—produces masterpiece dishes from 
locally foraged mushrooms, ingredients from the resort’s farm, and of 
course, seafood. 



The ocean beach couldn’t be more compelling, whether it’s a blue-sky 
day or completely foggy. Walk along it, settle into the wood chairs and 
look at it, dip your toes in it, or participate in a yoga or tai chi session (in 
summer) next to it, and you’ll tap into a whole new level of contentment. 

And next time you’re in need of a weekend escape, you’ll now know at 
least one place to go. 

Details: The Ocean House is roughly a 2 hours and 15 minute drive from 
the Greenwich area; and 2 ½ hours from parts of Westchester and 
NYC. 

Rates: Off-season, rooms from $260; Peak season, from $595. 

Website: www.oceanhouseri.com 

Susan Farewell is one of our travel editors as well as the editor-in-chief and 
co-founder of FarewellTravels LLC, a travel concierge for discerning 
travelers. At FarewellTravels.com, you will find ideas and 
recommendations for trips all over the world. FarewellTravels also offers 
personal recommendations and travel advice. 



	  


