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Ocean House in Watch Hill, Rhode Island | The Perfect Spot
for a Seaside Lunch
Whether you’re a hotel guest or a day-tripper, Rhode Island’s Ocean House
provides the ideal location for a top-notch seaside lunch.

Known for its iconic bright yellow façade, Ocean House in Watch Hill, Rhode Island, stands austerely
on a cliff overlooking the Atlantic Ocean and the Narragansett Bay. The hotel is as revered today as
when it was in 1868, when it welcomed its first guests and began its rise as the premier summer
destination for generations of Americans with the means to travel in style.

The rebuilt Ocean House in Watch Hill, Rhode Island.



Courtesy of Ocean House

A view of the hotel, looking up from the water.
Jessica Gordon Ryan

�,�Q���������������G�D�P�D�J�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�D�O�W�\���D�L�U���D�Q�G���K�D�U�V�K���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���Z�L�Q�W�H�U�V���I�L�Q�D�O�O�\���W�R�R�N���L�W�V�b�W�R�O�O���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�G

�K�R�W�H�O�����D�Q�G���L�W���F�O�R�V�H�G���D�I�W�H�U�����������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�b�É���E�X�W���Q�R�W���I�R�U���O�R�Q�J�����7�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U�����S�O�D�Q�V���Z�H�U�H

�G�U�D�Z�Q���X�S���W�R���U�H���F�U�H�D�W�H���2�F�H�D�Q���+�R�X�V�H�b�D�V���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����2�Y�H�U���������������L�W�H�P�V���Z�H�U�H���V�D�O�Y�D�J�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H

�R�O�G���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���R�Q�H�b�W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���D�Q�G���F�K�D�U�P���R�I���\�H�V�W�H�U�\�H�D�U�����7�K�H���U�H�E�X�L�O�W���K�R�W�H�O���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V������

�U�R�R�P�V�����������V�X�L�W�H�V�����D�Q���R�Q���V�L�W�H���V�S�D�����V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�b�G�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���O�X�[�H���D�P�H�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����2�F�H�D�Q���+�R�X�V�H



�L�V���R�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q���D���V�R�X�J�K�W���D�I�W�H�U���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�L�W�K���D�F�F�R�O�D�G�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�b�D�b�Q�R�G�b�I�U�R�P��Yankee�b�L�Q

�L�W�V�b�����������F�R�Y�H�U���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���Í�6�D�Q�G�F�D�V�W�O�H�V���E�\���W�K�H���6�H�D�Î�b�D�Q�G���D���V�S�R�W���R�Q���W�K�H���1�H�Z�(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���F�R�P���O�L�V�W���Í�������%�H�V�W���6�H�D�V�L�G�H

�,�Q�Q�V���L�Q���1�H�Z���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���Î

�<�R�X���G�R�Q�Ë�W�b�Q�H�H�G���W�R�b�K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���G�H�H�S���S�R�F�N�H�W�V���R�I���D�b�9�D�Q�G�H�U�E�L�O�W���R�U���$�V�W�R�U�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���b�W�R���H�Q�M�R�\���D���W�D�V�W�H���R�I���Z�K�D�W�Ë�V���R�Q

�R�I�I�H�U���K�H�U�H�����$�V���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H�b�5�H�O�D�L�V���	���&�K�¤�W�H�D�X�[�b�O�X�[�X�U�\���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���J�U�R�X�S�����2�F�H�D�Q���+�R�X�V�H���S�U�L�G�H�V���L�W�V�H�O�I���R�Q

�L�W�V�b�I�L�Q�H�b�G�L�Q�L�Q�J���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���É�b�D�Q�G�b�\�R�X���G�R�Q�Ë�W���Q�H�H�G���D���U�R�R�P���N�H�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����: �K�H�W�K�H�U���\�R�X�Ë�U�H���D

�K�R�W�H�O���J�X�H�V�W���R�U���P�H�U�H�O�\���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���: �D�W�F�K���+�L�O�O�����Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���K�R�W�H�O�Ë�V���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���R�Q���V�L�W�H���G�L�Q�L�Q�J

�R�S�W�L�R�Q�V�b���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���D�W���L�W�V���Q�H�D�U�E�\���V�L�V�W�H�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����W�K�H���: �H�H�N�D�S�D�X�J���,�Q�Q�����R�I�I�H�U���W�K�H���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���V�H�D�V�L�G�H

�O�X�Q�F�K���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���V�X�P�P�H�U��

WHERE TO ENJOY A SEASIDE LUNCH AT OCEAN HOUSE

Seaside Terrace at Ocean House
Courtesy of Ocean House
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The Verandah Raw Bar at Ocean House
Courtesy of Ocean House
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Below Deck at Ocean House
Courtesy of Ocean House

Younger generations will delight in a visit to Below Deck for hot and iced coffees, pastries, 10 flavors of
gelato (enjoy them solo or made into sundaes and milkshakes), and a selection of old-
fashioned candies. There are also warm doughnuts, which you can enjoy in classic flavors — plain,
cinnamon, powdered sugar — or go bold with glazed combinations like Cookie Crunch, which
comes with a hazelnut glaze and crushed shortbread cookies.
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Over at the Weekapaug Inn, you’ll find �6�H�D�5�R�R�P, offering dining both inside and out on the
porch, where one can bask in the sun and look out over picturesque Quonochontaug Pond and the
Atlantic just beyond. The seasonal menu features lobster rolls, fresh tacos, wraps, sliders, and salads
(this writer strongly recommends the lobster roll — chilled with mayo, not buttered — on a brioche
bun.) During summer weekends, there’s a raw bar featuring Pacific prawns, littleneck clams, and
Watch Hill oysters with savory sauces.
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