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Experience

Education 

Discovery

Creativity infuses the Ocean House experience. 

Enjoy art exhibitions from major galleries, guided audio tours, 
demonstrations and talks by artists and artisans. Choose from an exciting 
menu of events for all ages, including creative explorations as well as 
deep engagement with our Artisans in Residence Program. Discover the 
impressive Ocean House Permanent Collection, delightful works from the 
19th and 20th centuries on display throughout the property. Also enjoy the 
seasonal gallery pieces on display, many of which are for purchase. 

At Ocean House, we share the celebration of all the arts—visual, culinary 
and craft—with guests and neighbors. The following pages highlight this 
season’s unique visual art off erings.

Art
At Ocean House
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Galleries & Collections

Galleries
Ocean House hosts exhibitions of paintings by leading artists from major 
galleries in the region, including the Lily Pad Gallery, the J. Russell 
Jinishian collection of marine art, and more. Paintings in the gallery shows 
are available for purchase. Please check with reception for pricing and more 
information. 

The Permanent Collection
More than 250 works from the 19th century through the 1990’s are on 
display throughout Ocean House. Originals include the French artist SEM, 
also known as Georges Goursat (1863-1934), who in the years before World 
War I, created caricatures satirizing the beau monde of French high society 
at the beach resorts, racetracks and grand hotels of Deauville, Monte Carlo 
and Paris.

Among other masterworks on view are more than 50 pieces by renowned 
artist Ludwig Bemelmans, including his series Goodbye to the Ritz, which 
commemorated the closing of the Ritz Carlton Hotel, murals from his La 
Colombe Restaurant in Paris, and original illustrations from Bemelmans’ 
famous Madeline children’s book series. Over 17 artists and their works 
are permanently featured in the Ocean House Collection, as shown on the 
following pages. 

At left, clockwise from top: 
Untitled from Le Sapin de Pegase, by Georges Goursat; “The Gay Pretenders” by Howard Chandler Christy; 
“Dining Room” Mural from La Colombe by Ludwig Bemelmans; “Lady at Table; Woman with a Dog” Mural from 
La Colombe by Ludwig Bemelmans; “Courtesan Standing At a Table”, by Konstantin Rudakov

At right: 
Hidden throughout Ocean House are tiny artistic treasures, such as this 1930’s 
postcard, strategically painted on the lobby fl oor. These illustrations are part of our 
children’s scavenger hunt known as Mortimer Mouse, a clever program that rewards 
younger guests for their exploration skills while at Ocean House.
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Artists of the Ocean House 
Permanent Collection

Jessie Gillespie, Art of the 
Elegant Silhouette 
Main Lobby

Georges Goursat (SEM), a 
series of caricatures satirizing 
the beau monde 
Second Floor

James Montgomery Flagg, 
famous poster and magazine 
illustrator 
Club Room

Garrett Price, original  
New Yorker covers 
Tower Suite

Konstantin Rudakov and the 
nightlife in St. Petersburg 
First Floor

Lanazin French portraits from 
1883 featuring artists, writers 
and statesmen of the period 
Drawing Room

Artist unknown, from  
The Story of Susan by  
Josephine Maynard 
Lower Lobby 

Ludwig Bemelmans,  
Goodbye to the Ritz series 
Main Lobby

Oscar Fabrés, Café Society 
Club Room

Adolf Dehn, for Vanity Fair 
Club Room

Self portraits of well-known 
artists and writers collected  
by Burt Britton 
Club Room

Society Ladies (original 19th 
century watercolors depicting 
fashion of the time) 
Ladies Powder Room

Howard Chandler Christy 
Club Room

Ludwig Bemelmans,  
Madeline series 
Lower Lobby

Ludwig Bemelmans,  
La Colombe murals 
Lower Lobby

George Edwards 
Napatree Suite

China Trade Fish Series 
Napatree Suite

Fine Art Photography: Art Collector’s Athenaeum

Georges Goursat (SEM) 
Fourth Floor
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Cork & Canvas Events
These are special hotel art experiences for guests and groups. Starting with 
a blank canvas, a glass of wine and guided inspiration, guests create their 
own masterpiece modeled after a piece of existing art. Whether for a date 
night, girls’ night, or a team building work retreat, Ocean House Cork & 
Canvas events are perfect new creative experiences. 

Private Art Watercolor Lessons
Lessons are available one-on-one or in small groups for three-hour 
sessions. All art materials are provided, and no art experience required. 
Please note: watercolor lessons are designed for adults 18 years of age and 
older. Exceptions can be made based on the family. 

Self-Guided Audio Tours
Deeply informative audio tours are always available to Ocean House guests. 
Request the self-guided tour and the accompanying map at reception. 
Printed versions of the tour, as well as, an online version, are also available. 
Private tours of the collection, as well as the seasonal galleries, with our art 
curator, can also be arranged with advanced notice. 

Children’s Scavenger Hunt 
Small, painted images are scattered throughout the public spaces of  
Ocean House for guests to discover. Spend some time exploring the 
property in search of Mortimer the Mouse, postcards, dollar bills and  
other novel images.  

Education & Events

Explore the extensive collection of  
Ocean House educational opportunities.

In Conversation with Stephen Lash—Chairman Emeritus at Christie’s
In his position as Advisor on the Arts for Ocean House, Lash will lead  
an art lecture series where he will feature a collection of thought- 
provoking guests.

Plein Air Artists at Ocean House Summer Series 
Award-winning artists from participating art galleries who display their art 
at Ocean House are invited to paint on the grounds during the summer 
weekends and share their art with guests. Artists discuss how they create 
their work and display paintings for sale at receptions. Past artists have 
included Harley Bartlett, Russ Kramer and Lisa Horrigan.

“La Rotonde” by Oscar Fabrés, watercolor, pen and ink

“Ocean House, Watch Hill, RI” by Neal Hughes



Artisan in Residence Program
 
The Artisan in Residence program is a unique experience for Ocean House 
guests and the surrounding community to meet with nationally recognized 
artists and artisans to see how they create their work, to experience  
hands-on art instruction and to be inspired to create their own works of 
art. Programs also include special lectures, workshops and gallery hours at 
Ocean House.   

Artisan in Residence events include: 
  
Meet & Greet the Maker
Morning and afternoon receptions

Workshops
Designed for guests to have hands  
on experiences

In the past, our artisans in residence have included several talented 
individuals: Eben Horton, a notably acclaimed glass blower; Jill Rosenwald, 
an award-winning ceramic artist; David Zapatka, celebrated lighthouse 
photographer and book author; Serena Bates, an award-winning sculptor; 
Hayley Perry, a notable rug hooking artist; Trish Classe Gianakis, a 
nationally recognized raku potter; Jillian Barber, an accomplished  
ceramic sculptor; Susan Romano, a mosaic artist; and Michael Gabrielle,  
a macramé master. 
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Up Close & Personal Lectures 
With a wine and/or coffee 
reception

Visit OceanHouseEvents.com 
for information about future art events and activities.



www.OceanHOuseRI.cOm    844-724-7218


